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DIVISION OF NURSING

Questions and Answers About Realigned Curriculum
To Be Implemented In Fall 2011

1. What is the reason for the curriculum changes?
In realigning the curriculum, we considered student feedback, education requirements of the Ohio Board of Regents (the Ohio Department of Education governing body), NLNAC (National League for Nursing Accreditation Commission), and faculty curriculum discussions. Many of our students have indicated that continuity in medical-surgical courses would contribute to their success in future coursework. Another reason for the revision was to eliminate a 10 credit hour course in the graduating semester. We are committed to providing a curriculum that better meets the needs of our students. 

2. Am I required to switch to the realigned curriculum?
· You have the option to remain in the old curriculum or move to the realigned curriculum. Students who started the nursing program prior to Fall 2011 will indicate in writing which curriculum they choose to follow.
· If you plan to complete your program by Fall 2012 you have the opportunity to take NRS 250 and NRS 260 as it exists in the old curriculum plan. 
· If your plan is to graduate after Fall 2012, you need to follow the realigned curriculum.

3. What needs to be considered when determining which curriculum to follow?
· Meet with an advisor to help determine your decision.
· Students first need to consider the semester they will be entering: 
· Students entering the first nursing semester need to consider the courses required to successfully complete the nursing program by the end of Fall 2012.  
· Students entering the second nursing semester need to consider general education courses completed, which may affect progression. 
· Students entering the third nursing semester will most likely remain in the old curriculum. 
· Students entering the fourth semester will most likely continue with the old curriculum.
· Students who are taking General Education courses only and who have not successfully completed at least one nursing course before the start of the Fall 2011 semester must enter the realigned curriculum.
Please note that courses in the old curriculum will be substituted through Fall 2012 (except NRS 250 and NRS 260) to facilitate progression through the old curriculum.  Students also need to consider whether they intend to take classes full or part-time and when they intend to graduate.

4. What effect will the transition from the old to the realigned curriculum have on me if I continue to follow my current curriculum plan?
For those students currently in progress that choose to stay in the old curriculum:
· Effective Fall 2011, your progression will include courses from the realigned curriculum and the opportunity to take NRS 250 and NRS 260 as it exists in the old curriculum.
· Effective Fall 2011, NRS 250 and NRS 260 will be the only courses offered that will have the old CRN numbers. All other nursing course titles and numbers, as you have known them before, will change.
· You will receive a course substitution list indicating the appropriate course(s) for you to take to complete degree requirements. NRS 250 and NRS 260, however, will continue to be offered through Fall 2012.
· Be aware that supplemental material may be assigned in substitution courses in order to meet course outcomes/objectives from the old curriculum plan.

5. How do I make the decision on what to do?
· Determine your expected date of graduation. This will guide your individual plan of study.
·  Review the documents provided in the Information Sessions
· Meet with an advisor—Jennifer West, Michelle Speedy, or Dr. Melissa Smith—to  determine proper course substitution and sequence for nursing program progression

6. What is the length of time in which the old curriculum will be offered?
Fall 2012 will be the last offering of courses substituted for the old curriculum as well as NRS 250 (Nursing Management IV) and NRS 260 (Professional Development). After Fall 2012, total transition to the realigned curriculum will occur for all Aultman College nursing students. 

7. Will every course be offered each semester?
No, every nursing and every general education course will not be offered each semester. Course offerings will be scheduled to facilitate program progression within the old and realigned curricula. 

8. What happens if I remain in the old curriculum and I am unsuccessful in a nursing course?
Students continuing under the old curriculum who are unsuccessful in any nursing course will need to meet with the Student Advisor to determine remaining course requirements. If the student in the old curriculum is unable to complete the Nursing program by the end of the Fall 2012 semester, the student will need to switch to the realigned curriculum.  Each student’s academic progression will be individually assessed by the Student Advisor and the Program Director.



9. What are the major differences between the two curricula?
The old curriculum has 32 nursing credits while the realigned curriculum has 31 nursing credits. The sciences are similar with the exception of one four-credit chemistry course and one three-credit microbiology course; both have a laboratory component. Two English Composition courses are required. Additional general education courses include Introduction to Healthcare and Language of Medicine. There are four medical-surgical nursing courses (4 credits each) and the specialty courses have been split into Maternal-Child (3 credits) and Psychiatric Nursing (2 credits). A Nursing Success Skills course (1 credit) and a Pharmacology course (3 credits) are required.

10. Are there pre- and co-requisites in the realigned curriculum?
Yes, students must closely examine pre- and co-requisites because failure to follow pre- and co-requisite requirements may affect progression within the nursing program. Students remaining in the old curriculum and utilizing course substitution will follow the pre- and co-requisites for the old curriculum courses as stated in the course descriptions in the 2010-2011 catalog. For example, students registering for NRS 105 (substitute for NRS 130) will follow NRS 130 pre-reqs and co-reqs. To plan your course of study and receive immediate answers to your questions, meet with Jennifer West, student advisor.  She will assist with all pre-req and co-req questions.  

11. What is the length of the realigned curriculum?
The realigned curriculum will be five consecutive semesters in length (including the Summer Semester).

12. Do the consecutive semesters affect graduation?
Graduation will occur at the end of spring (May 2013) and summer semesters (August 2013) for those in the realigned curriculum. However, students remaining in the old curriculum will graduate as planned through Fall 2012 (May 2011; December 2011; May 2012; and December 2012).

13.  Are there any financial aid issues I need to consider in making my decision to stay in the old curriculum or move to the realigned curriculum?
All students must meet the same general eligibility requirements for all federal and state aid regardless of curriculum or program.  You can find general eligibility requirements on the Financial Aid tab of the College website and in the College catalog.   Included in the general eligibility requirements are minimum credit hours of enrollment required for specific grants and loans, plus the requirement to adhere to the Satisfactory Academic Progress policy.  All students receiving financial aid should be aware of these rules and policies.  



Please note:
 (
Contact Information for Advising and Financial Aid Questions:
Jennifer West, Student Advisor: 330-363-1223
Dr. Melissa Smith, Director of Nursing: 330-363-3930
Michelle Speedy, LRC Coordinator: 330-363-6847
Jennie Carlson, Financial Aid Administrator: 330-363-6479
Sign Up For a
n Advising Appointment in
 the Learning Resource Center, Room 266.
)The last day to withdraw from a course for Spring Semester 2011 with 100% refund is January 18, 2010.
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